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The lazy, hazy days of
summer are upon us. It’sa
wonderful time to relax with
family and friends - and to
appreciate the meaning of
neighborhood. Backyard
barbeques, planning a
block party or walking to
the local park are some of
the activities that we enjoy
because of where we live
and work. We are
fortunate in so many ways
to be East Norwalkers.

Those of us who volunteer
our time to the East
Norwalk Neighborhood

The ENNA neighborhood
includes about 15% of the
city’s area and population
and extends well beyond
the limits of traditional “East
Norwalk.”

Despite its size, the ENNA
attends to traditional
neighborhood concerns -
traffic, new development,
beautification, and city
services. But, because of its
size, the ENNA also can
muster a powerful voice to
express citizens’ concerns
about city-wide
development, even

Association activities do
what we do to help nurture
and sustain this exceptional
quality of life.

We all live and/or work in
the East Norwalk
community, which we
define as the
neighborhoods south of the
Post Road to the Long
Island Sound - and east of
the Norwalk River to the
Westport line.

We plan to publish our
newsletter, ‘Sea’ To The
Green, quarterly to keep

important projects outside
its area, such as West
Avenue and Isaac Street.

The ENNA’s area includes
businesses other
neighborhoods don’t want,
such as auto repair shops
and contractors’ yards. This
can change, but only with
an active and alert
citizenry. The ENNA is
dedicated to giving the
citizens of East Norwalk a
stronger voice in planning
and zoning decisions.

Several major traffic arteries
run through the ENNA’s
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ENNA Cleanup at Freese Park

you informed about our
programs & projects. We’ll
also include articles to help
inform and educate on
topics of interest to you.

As with all our activities, we
rely on the generosity of our
members to cover
expenses so that we can
continue to provide this
newsletter as a service to
the community.

Best Regardes,
Laurel Lindstrom

area. All are under great
pressure to be widened
and “improved.” The ENNA
is dedicated to helping
affected citizens have a
voice in how this is done.

Within the ENNA boundary
are many underutilized
natural resources, including
ponds, fields, and streams.
We also house many of the
city’s parks, including its
beaches.

Join the ENNA and help to
make East Norwalk’s
concerns heard.



East Norwalk Train Station
...Before

The ENNA is

especially proud to

choose as our first

profiled site a project

that’s intent is to

increase train travel

so as to decrease

the number of

automobiles...

The City of Norwalk,
responding to the
community’s request for
replacement of the
dilapidated boxlike snack
bar, designed and
constructed an attractive
‘station house’ in East
Norwalk that commuters
and the community can
take pride in.

The ENNA is especially
proud to choose as our first
profiled site a project that’s
intent is to increase train
travel so as to decrease the
number of automobiles

Each publication of our
newsletter will profile
locations that are special in
some way, or have shown
remarkable improvements
in appearance.

We are asking for your
suggestions, nominations
and feedback.

Before the ENNA created a
Board of Directors in 2003
the Street Reps were our
informal board, and in
many ways still are.

Because the ENNA has a
geographical area that
includes more than 200
streets, our Street Reps act
as our ‘eyes and ears’ and
often as our ‘hands and
feet’ and ‘heart and soul’.

clogging our highways and speeding through our residential
streets. And the *“’historic’ structure is perfect for this location.
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East Norwalk Train Station...After

Your contributions will help
us produce a newsletter
that is more enjoyable and
best meets the needs of
the East Norwalk
community.

We also welcome your
input and suggestions for
new programs and projects

Regular contact with as
many members as possible
throughout the area of our
association helps us to
better tailor our programs
and projects to serve the
community. Street Reps
are the members that we
rely on for this information.

Street Reps, by working with
us, learn steps to take to
resolve problems occurring

for our association to take
on.

The ENNA meets monthly at
Norwalk City Hall on the
second Wednesday of
each month at 7:30 PM.
Everyone is welcome to
attend and participate.

on their streets that they
can use when similar
situations arise in the future.
The concerns we help
address most often are
related to zoning violations,
pedestrian safety, illegal
parking and litter.

We have no limit on the
number of Street Reps and
are looking for more to
serve in this valuable role.



ENNA'’s president, Laurel Lindstrom, has in prior years
promoted the use of “roundabouts” to help alleviate
traffic tie-ups. These mini-traffic circles, long used in
Europe, are finally catching on in the U.S., where
thousands are built or underway. As a Board member
and architect | am now leading ENNA’s effort to
encourage the installation of roundabouts.

In a roundabout (abbreviated RDB), speeds are held
down to reduce accidents and allow incoming traffic
to merge easily. Raised islands called “splitters” guide
vehicles into the circle. The central island has a sloping
“apron” that allows long fire trucks, semis, and mobile
homes to make the sharp turns. You can see two for

yourself on the approach road from Route 120 to the
Westchester Airport.

A roundabout typically reduces collisions by 25% to
50%, reduces the severity of collisions, and reduces
injuries and fatalities by 50% to 75%. Pedestrian injuries
are cut by up to a third. For reasons of safety alone, all
states should follow New York’s lead in requiring

The City recently setup a
program by which
members of neighborhood
associations throughout
Norwalk volunteer in the
role of Tree Liaison. Tree
Liaisons help with the
protection and
replenishment of our City’s
urban forest.

At this time we have two
members that function as
our Tree Liaisons — one living
north of the I-95 (Maribeth
Becker) and the other
south (Nick Overall).

roundabouts except where they prove unfeasible. But
roundabouts also reduce delays at intersections and
cut idling time, greatly improving air quality.

Intersections in Norwalk where roundabouts could be

considered include:

Each end of the bridge at Exit 16;
East/Park/Wall/Hubbells/Morgan;
West/Mott/Belden/Wall;
West/Mathews Park/Link to Route 1;

North/Cross/Main;

North/East/Westport;

Upgrade existing circles at Calf Pasture Beach
Road and Gregory Boulevard.

Learn more about roundabouts by visiting our website
at http://eastnorwalk.org where a longer version of this
article and contact information is posted.

Gordon Tully

The Tree Liaisons are in
regular contact with the
members of the City’s Tree
Advisory Committee and
the Tree Warden. Some of
their responsibilities are to
monitor for: ilegal tree
removal; improper pruning
by the electric utilities
(CL&P or the Third Taxing
District); and potential
locations for new street or
park trees.

Since taking on the role,
Nick has assisted in the
planning of two Adopt-A-
Spots — one sponsored by
the ENNA at Tierney Street
& Strawberry Hill Avenue,
and the other a community
effort at the entrance to
the new East Norwalk Train

Station. He also is assisting
staff at the Marvin as a go-
between with the City to
replace two of the trees
that front on the street.

As the program develops
we hope to have members
available to monitor the
tree companies as they trim
the trees for the electric
utilities. With someone
watching itis likely to
prevent the butchering
that so often occurs (such
as what took place last
year on Olmstead Place
and on Beacon Street).

If you are interested in
becoming an assistant Tree
Liaison we can use your
help. Please contact us.



Historic EN Cemetery at Ludlow Square

Ludlow & Liberty Squares Revitalization

Based on several
conversations we’ve had
over the years with area
merchants and residents,
the ENNA drafted a
proposed revitalization plan
for Liberty Square and
Ludlow Square (surrounding
the Historic East Norwalk

Cemetery) providing
examples as a way to spark
ideas and dialogue. We
intentionally have
presented the draft as an
unfinished plan to allow for
revitalization ideas from the
community. We hope that
the plan will inspire property

‘Watch List” properties

To help maintain quality of
life for area residents the
ENNA keeps track of
commercial property for
sale, historic houses posted
for demolition, variances
requested and site plans
submitted.

Recently we organized a
public meeting so that the
developer could present
plans on the former Gibbs
College property on East
Avenue, and also plans for
the East Wall Street area.

A similar meeting was held
this summer for a
presentation on a housing
development proposed by
the owner of the former
Fitch School/Lea Manor
site. The public was thus
able to have input early in
the planning process.

Some other ‘watch list’ sites
where the owners have
proposed housing
developments are Norden
Park, Cove Marina and the
Pepperidge Farm property.

Downsizing West Ave.

Citizen involvement
through local
neighborhood associations
has led the Norwalk
Redevelopment Agency
(NRA) to make welcome
changes to the proposed
redevelopment of West
Avenue north of Mathews
Park. But it remains a
regional shopping center.

The ENNA encourages the
NRA to evaluate the
alternative design ideas
formulated by the Coalition
of Norwalk Neighborhood

owners to look at their
properties through new
eyes and to find ways to
initiate improvements that
allow the existing small-
scale shops to thrive while
keeping the unique
characteristics that make
East Norwalk a special

Associations (CNNA):

Distribute the retail;
Continue and complete

the normal street grid;
Build several smaller
garages, not one big
one;
Connect SoNo and Wall
Street with a walking/
cycling greenway;
Use innovative traffic
solutions and shuttles;

- Add parks and playlots
Save residences and
historic buildings.

Maribeth Becker

place to live, shop and do
business. The plan is posted
on our website at
Http://eastnorwalk.org. We
welcome your ideas.

Laurel Lindstrom



“At 2 o’clock our neighbor
came banging on our
door. He said, ‘we gotta
get out of the building.
Buildings are coming down
around us.” We looked
across and saw the
buildings gone on Main
and Wall.”

-Bernard Scalsi 2005

Next time you’re crossing
the bridge at East Wall and
Main Street, look down at
the Norwalk River and try to
imagine what it was like in
1955 when the river rose up
and wiped out much of
downtown Norwalk.

For three days, October 14-
17, 1955, 12.89 inches of
rain fell on Norwalk. The
ground was already

Wall Street, once Norwalk’s
downtown hub, has
declined as a retail center
replaced in public favor by
new auto-oriented
shopping centers. Triggered
by damage from the Great
Flood of 1955 (see related
article) the area declines,
despite the 1960’s urban
renewal and a 1985
renewal plan for the
Central Business District.

Then in 2002 the incoming
Knopp administration took
advantage of a new
interest in city living and
planned ambitious public-
private redevelopment for
the downtown area. The

saturated and hurricane
driven rain had caused
disastrous flooding in other
Connecticut towns. Now it
was Norwalk’s turn.

The resulting “hundred year
flood” devastated
Norwalk’s downtown as
well as upstream
neighborhoods. Forty
homes and fifteen factories
were destroyed and
hundreds more were
damaged. Six bridges
were washed away and
hundreds of boats
destroyed in the harbor.
Three people were left
dead. Estimated flood
damage in Norwalk was
close to 8 million dollars,
equivalent to 56 million in
today’s dollars.

first redevelopment parcel
lies entirely within the
ENNA'’s territory and
extends from the asphalt
plant to the High Street
parking lot. Developer
Michael Discala and his
architect Steve Cecil plan
townhouses, retail,
condominiums, office,
parking, new pedestrian
amenities and waterfront
access.

The ENNA has held
meetings to help the City
and developer get input
from the pubilic. Citizens
have offered constructive
ideas about traffic calming,
access to the river, parking,

The story of the Norwalk flood
of ’55 is told in a new exhibit at
the Norwalk Museum. The
exhibit - “Angry Waters” -- was
created by the Norwalk
Historical Society with the
generous help of Norwalkers
who shared their memories
and photos with the Society.
Quotes from personal
interviews and photos of the
damage lead you through the
events. Fifty years may have
come and gone, but
memories remain vivid.

The Norwalk Museum is at 41
North Main Street in Historic
South Norwalk. Museum hours
are Wednesday to Sunday;
1-5PM. Admission is free.

Marija Bryant

pedestrian access, and the
height of the proposed
condominiums to be built
on the old Pottery Barn site.

The development team
appreciates and responds
to this public input. ENNA’s
meetings are a chance for
you to help guide an
exciting transformation of
Walll Street into the City’s
vital hub. Attend our
meetings, listen, and speak
up with your ideas!

Maribeth Becker
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“We looked across
and saw the
buildings gone

on Main and Wall.”

The ENNA has

held meetings to
help the City and
developer get input

from the public



Favorite places...Lewis Way

- : . 3 - One of my favorite spots is the footpath called Lewis Way, which runs from

the foot of Mill Hill, connecting Wall Street with the dead-end street next to
the Congregational Church on the Green (Lewis Street).

Restored in 1980, the walkway runs between two stone walls up the side of
the steep embankment cut by Betts Brook. This brook still runs under the
parking lots at the base of the hill as it runs from Cannon Brook Park,
parallel to East Avenue, then behind the Lillian August store, finally
emptying into the upper harbor near Walll Street. Imagine Betts Brook
opened up and turned into a linear park, accessed from Lewis Way!

Lewis Way is a delightful example of pedestrian byways. Let’s have more
of them!

All of us, newcomers like myself as well as old-
timers, have favorite places in Norwalk. We invite
you to share your favorite places with readers.

Gordon Tully

Dunne Hardware store lives on

For 92 years, Dunne Hardware was a fixture in
Liberty Square. Now, the store has found a
permanent home as an exhibit at the
Norwalk Museum.

M.P Dunne Hardware opened its doors for
business in 1912 in the bustling neighborhood
that is now Liberty Square. Started by Michael
Dunne, the store was a family run operation
until it closed in 2004. Michael Dunne died
when his son Joseph was only 9 years old. His
widow ran the store until Joseph graduated
from high school and, with his sisters Mary and
Rita, took over the business and operated the
store until its closing.

Ralph Bloom, Norwalk’s city historian,
remembers shopping in Dunne’s and getting
to know Joseph Dunne. “You’d go in there
for the conversation as much as anything
else,” Ralph recalls. “But if you needed a
specific nail, screw, nut or bolt, Mr. Dunne
knew exactly which drawer held just what
you wanted.”

When Mr. Dunne began to think of retiring,
Ralph discussed the possibility of acquiring
the interior of the store as an exhibit at the
Norwalk Museum — a way to let people see
what shopping in Norwalk was like in the early
20t century. Mr. Dunne agreed in principle
but retirement was still years away. In 2004,

Dunne Hardware closed its doors and Mr. Dunne agreed to sell the fixtures
to the Friends of the Norwalk Museums (a nonprofit organization).

The Friends arranged to move and install the interior of the store -- all 615
drawers, the counter, the roll top desk, the National cash register, and the
Dayton scale -- as a permanent, walk-through exhibit at the Norwalk
Museum.

“When | was planning the Norwalk Museum back in 1997, | configured the
space at the back of the Merchant’s Court to look like the outside of the
store and the space inside to house the wall units and other fixtures.”
According to Ralph, “It fits perfectly and is almost like stepping into the real
store.”

The Norwalk Museum is open to the public Wednesday through Sunday
from 1-5 PM.

Marija Bryant

Present-day photo of Liberty Square



The ENNA has formed
many collaborative
relationships with other not-
for-profit organizations,
government entities and
businesses to better
accomplish our goals.

These collaborations
include state and local
elected officials,
representatives of the city
departments and of the
taxing districts -- and
development teams that
are open to working with

For every talent, skill and
interest we have a
volunteer job to match.

This newsletter highlights
many of the programs and
projects of the ENNA — and
with each activity
volunteers are needed.

Even if your available time
is limited you can help by

We require member
contributions to print flyers
and newsletters, purchase
supplies for neighborhood
cleanups, create poster
displays for our events —
and any number of other
activities that have an
associated cost. We ask for
a contribution annually of
$25 per household. If you
haven’t contributed this
year please consider doing
so. Our level of
achievement is only as
great as your generosity.

the ENNA on their land use projects. The end result is a better

Norwalk.

Some of our most valuable collaborations, where the ENNA is
represented at meetings and/or has frequent ongoing

contact, are listed below.

Coalition of Norwalk Neighborhood Associations
Mayor’s Anti-Litter Task Force

Mayor’s Neighborhood Preservation Committee
Norwalk Historical Society

Norwalk Preservation Trust

Norwalk River Watershed Association

Norwalk Tree Advisory Committee

Laurel Lindstrom

taking on small or
occasional assignments.

To stay up to date with our
activities and opportunities
for participation, please
provide your email address
on the form below. We will
send you regular meeting
reminders and updates.

Our website can be found

at http://eastnorwalk.org.
The Calendar and Meeting

Minutes pages are
excellent sources for
information.

The ENNA meets monthly at
Norwalk City Hall on the
second Wednesday of
each month at 7:30 PM.
Everyone is welcome to
attend and participate.

To Volunteer, Join or Contribute to the ENNA please complete
the information below and mail to: ENNA, 6 Walnut Ave.

Norwalk, CT 06851.

NAME(S):

ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

Check enclosed

Interests or Special Skills:

Volunteer

Information kept confidential, for ENNA use only

For every talent, skill
and interest we have
a volunteer job

to match.



ENNA
20 Raymond Terrace
Norwalk, CT 06855

Phone
(203) 855-7668

Fax
(203) 855-0095

E-mail
seatothegreen@sbcglobal.net

From the Sea to the Green
...and everywhere
in between

&
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We’'re on the Web!
See us at:

http://eastnorwalk.org

Traffic islands throughout the
City are landscaped and
maintained through Clean &
Green’s Adopt-A-Spot
program. Last year the ENNA
sponsored a location on East
Avenue in front of City Hall.

Our members planted
colorful perennials and kept

the beds free of weeds. The
volunteer hours and ENNA
funds are still evident in the
flourishing vegetation.

This year we adopted the
traffic island at Strawberry Hill
Avenue and Tierney Street
and are in the process of
planting the site.

Through the warm summer
days, and into the fall, we’ll
be out regularly weeding
and watering. As with all our
projects, we are looking for
more volunteers to lend a
hand. Please call us if you
would like to help beautify
our community by working on
this Adopt-A-Spot.

The ENNA is organized and operated exclusively for educational and charitable purposes:

To foster and preserve the
residential character,
natural and historic
resources and quality of life
in the East Norwalk
Community;

To encourage the residents
of East Norwalk to actively
participate in achieving the
purpose set forth above;

EAST NORWALK NEIGHBORHOOD

ASSOCIATION
20 RAYMOND TERRACE
NORWALK, CT 06855

MEMBER NAME
STREET ADDRESS
ADDRESS 2

CITY, ST ZIP CODE

To provide assistance to
governmental and not-for-
profit organizations with
purposes similar to, or with
activities in furtherance of, the
purposes set forth above.




