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The warmer weather is
finally just about here. It will
be great to get outdoors
again!

Spring also means Spring
Cleanups in the
neighborhood. The ENNA
will be participating in the
upcoming citywide
cleanups to clean litter
from our streets and parks.
Because our association
extends both north and
south of [-95 we’ll be out
cleaning up litter on both of
the scheduled cleanup
days. Saturday, April 29

Traffic Calming is a
combination of
engineering, education and
enforcement. No one can
argue the need for traffic
calming - for our safety and
the integrity of our
neighborhoods.

On March 8 the ENNA held
a Traffic Safety Forum
specific to Strawberry Hil
Avenue. Mayor Moccia,
Police Chief Rilling, Public
Works Director Hall Alvord
and Traffic Engineer Fred
Eshraghi presented
information and answered
questions from the public.

we’ll focus our attention
north of the 1-95 and on
Saturday, May 6 we’ll be
south of the |-95.

We’re going to need your
help with the cleanup
effort. Let me hear from
you.

Springtime is also budget
time for Norwalk. The City’s
annual operating budget
public hearing will be held
March 29. The capital
budget public hearing is
April 4. Both are at City Hall.
To get more information on

The week of March 20 - 26 is
the citywide ‘Slow Down
Days’. We encourage you
to make homemade ‘Slow
Down’ signs for your front
yards and to allow more
time to drive from one place
to another.

On April 4 at 7 PM the
Planning Committee of the
Common Council will hold a
public hearing to decide
which capital budget
projects to fund for 2006-
2007. One item that the
ENNA supports is $80,000 to
study and design traffic
calming engineering for
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budget items go to the city
website or ask at the
Finance Dept. at City Hall.

The ENNA is supporting the
funding of the traffic
calming study for
Strawberry Hill Avenue,
some of the improvements
to our parks — and other
items.

More information to come
later, including how you
can getinvolved...

Laurel Lindstrom, President
Sea To The Green® Editor

Strawberry Hill Avenue. The
actual millions of dollars
that it will cost for the
construction could be fully
reimbursable through
Federal grant funds. Now
that Norwalk will have a
Grants Coordinator to work
toward securing such
funds, it is wise to do the
study/design as soon as
possible so that we are
well-positioned to have
construction grant funds
approved. Strawberry Hill
Ave., with its 3 schools and
reputation for dangerous
speeding, would be the
ideal candidate.



... if the public — or
commissioners — are to
get much of what they
ask for, the Zoning
Commission needs to

deny the zoning text

amendment

In December of 2005 the
developers presented their
plan to the Norwalk Zoning
Commissioners, shortly after
they submitted their
application. Therefore, the
commissioners already had
several opportunities at
subsequent committee
meetings to question and
clarify the hefty stacks of
studies and site plans the
developers submitted. Any
interested member of the
public had the same
opportunities to become
familiar with what the
developers wanted.

Why then did the
developers need to drone
on for the first three hours of
the March 6 hearing?

What was apparent to me
when | listened to the
Zoning Commissioners
discuss the public hearing
at a committee meeting
later in the week was that
they were hearing from the
Norwalk residents for the
first ime during that period
from 10 PM to just after
midnight.

The commissioners
recoghnized that the

As many of you already
know, the ENNA applied for
Federal grant funds through
Norwalk’s Neighborhood
Centers Improvement
Program for improvements
to Liberty Square.

We have already shared
with Liberty Square
property owners the good
news that the Norwalk
Redevelopment Agency

developers had offered no
concessions to Norwalk — in
large part because the
Norwalk Zoning Commission
had not asked for any.

Unfortunately, since the
hearing was closed on
March 6 it cannot be
reopened. This means that
the commissioners cannot
question or request further
information from any
members of the public, or
from the developers - or
their consultants. Nor can
the public or developers
submit anything more.

Making an impossible
situation worse is that the
Zoning Commission cannot
at this point add conditions
onto the request for the
zoning text amendment
which needs to be
approved before they can
vote on the plan for the
condominium project.
Their only options are to
approve or deny the
developers’ request for
zoning text amendment.

If they approve the zoning

approved $30,000 toward
design and engineering
work for the Liberty Square
project - conditional on the
ENNA securing matching
funds.

The ENNA has found
additional grants and
potential funding sources
which we are pursuing. But
it’s a lot of work for a small
group of volunteers.

text amendment then they
are bound by what is in the
zoning regulations when
considering the application
for the development. That
leaves them unable to add
many of the conditions for
approval which the public
requested - or the
commissioners may want.

What this all adds up to is
that if the public — or
commissioners — are to get
much of what they ask for,
the Zoning Commission
needs to deny the zoning
text amendment. If it’s
denied the developer can
resubmit a revised proposal
— and the process will start
again from the beginning.

But the Conservation
Commission still needs to
hear the applicant’s
rebuttal. (Public can speak
to new material sumitted).

Once the Conservation
Commission votes some
time in April the Zoning
Commission will vote. That’s
not likely to be until May.

Anyone interested in
helping or joining our
Liberty Square working
group, please contact us.

The ENNA has set up a
separate account for
Liberty Square funds. All
contributions are welcome
- no matter how big or how
small. They’re also tax-
deductible. Make checks
out to ENNA, with “for
Liberty Square’ noted.



Norwalk’s Liberty Square area has a
long history, ranging back to the
Indian fort that was the earliest
known settlement on the shores of
Norwalk harbor. It has been the
terminus of three different bridges
across the Norwalk River and, in the
late nineteenth century, went from
ignored swamp to thriving
commercial area. Today, prosperity
seems to have forgotten Liberty
Square, choosing the glitzier
businesses across the river in SONo.
ENNA hopes that our neighborhood
improvement plan will soon change

that. The following is an article written

by Tod Bryant, Norwalk Preservation
Trust that reveals some things about
Liberty Square that few of us may
know.

Liberty Square: Artifact of a Lost Era

Roger Ludlow, concerned with the
Dutch encroachment on English
colonies in Connecticut, set out to
purchase land along the coast

to protect English interests. On
February 26, 1640/41, Ludlow met
with the Norwalk sachem,
Mahachemo, to buy the site of the
Indian fort and surrounding lands —
the area around today’s Liberty
Square.

Few settlers came to the area until 1650
when a group from Hartford,
Weathersfield and Windsor purchased the
land from Ludlow. The terms of the
purchase required that they bring thirty
families with them, to cultivate the land
and provide for an, “...orthodox and
approved” minister. By 1655, thirty-one
home lots had been laid out in
surrounding the area.

In Hall’s 1847 map (above), the area
around Fort Point or “ancient Indian fort” is
shown as “Salt Meadow” or “Salt Meadow
& Marsh” and remains unallocated almost
200 years later in 1847.

During and after the Civil War, Norwalk’s
industry and population began to expand.
While most was concentrated on the west
side of the river in South Norwalk, a few
companies were expanding to the
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east side. At the time, the only way
to cross the mouth of Norwalk
Harbor was on a foot-bridge
attached to the railroad bridge -
requiring (no doubt) a good
knowledge of train schedules.
Vehicles had to travel to the
wooden bridge at Wall Street to
Cross.

Prominent South Norwalk citizens
tried to finance a bridge in 1833
but failed. It wasn’t until the
disastrous flood of 1854 destroyed
the Walll Street Bridge that people
began to think again about a
bridge in South Norwalk. On
September 15, 1866, the City
Council voted to accept, “The
plans and specifications for a
bridge across the harbor at South
Norwalk...” The new bridge
connecting prosperous South
Norwalk directly with the area that
would become Liberty Square was
opened in July of 1867.

Even after the opening of the
bridge, the area continues to
appear on maps as undeveloped
marsh. By 1889, however, things
had begun to change. New
development was happening not
just because of the bridge but, in
most cases, it was the bridge.

The buildings on the bridge were
built on pilings driven into the marsh
and supported a number of small
businesses. At this early stage they
included mostly grocery, fish and
meat shops as well as a few
services like barbers, restaurants
and cigar stores. By 1900 there
were 38 buildings on the bridge
and three on dry land.

The variety of businesses increased
with their number. While still
primavily small service businesses,
records show the addition of
picture framing, millinery,



The bridge during demolition still shows some buildings on the bridge.

upholstery, paint and wallpaper, a
drugstore, a bakery, and several dry
goods stores. These businesses cater
to a more middle class clientele and
may be an indication of Norwalk’s
prosperity. By this time South Norwalk
had its own municipal water system
and was one of the first municipalities
in the country with its own electric
plant.

The buildings themselves were
vernacular Victorian commercial
buildings similar to those found across
the Northeast. Those on the bridge,
since they had to be built on pilings,
were all wood no more than two or
tree stories high but three of those
built on dry land are brick and still
stand today.

By 1910 a report on the old, wooden
bridge judged it to be worn and in
poor condition and it was decided
that it must be replaced. The bustle of
enterprise that had grown on the
bridge would have to go. The City
wanted a modern, concrete and
steel bridge. By 1912, the last full year
this remarkable culture existed there
were forty buildings on the bridge
and seven on dry land. The largest
presence by far was the huge Radel
oyster business that took up most of
the south side near the water.

On April 23, 1913 the Town of Norwalk
Common Council awarded the
contract for the construction of the new
bridge. Everything would have to go.
The photo above shows the buildings
under demolition. Only the buildings on
dry land and half of one of those built
on pilings would survive.

The new bridge opened on December
20t 1914" and served the city well for
sixty years. It was clean, open,
concrete and empty of buildings. The
seven and a half building remnant of
the old bridge continued to do well
thanks to the trolley lines and Canaveri’s
grocery store. (photo below) The street
name was changed in 1921 along with
a number of others due to name
duplication.

Trolleys stopped running in 1936 but
Liberty Square still managed to hang
on thanks to its position at the end of
the bridge.

In the early 1970’s the State of
Connecticut began making plans to
replace the 1914 bridge with a better
structure. This would require
reconfiguring the Liberty Square end
of the bridge and eliminating the
Island and the stores on it. The road
in front of the last remaining buildings
of the old bridge culture would
become a parking lot.

This was the final blow for Liberty
Square. It was now cut off from the
traffic that had brought its businesses
customers. The few businesses that
remain include four restaurants, a
commercial glass shop, an insurance
agency, a nail salon, a bar and two
vacancies on the storefront, street
level. The business mix is not very
different from that on the bridge in
1886.

Right now, Liberty Square is an artifact
of a lost culture. Perhaps in the future
it will recapture some of the life that
of the old bridge. The following
images are Liberty Square today and
yesterday.

For references and sources used to
create this article, please see our
website: http://eastnorwalk.org

View with Canaveri’s located in nearly the same spot as present day Fisherman’s
World. Riverview Avenue to the right, Fort Point (Rt. 136) to the left.




The ENNA has received a
number of compliments on
our website (found at
http://eastnorwalk.orqg) for
the amount of information
on the site and the easy
access to additional
information on other sites
(from our Links and
Calendar pages).

On our Home Page there
are links to our ENNA
documents (meeting
agenda & minutes, Norwalk
At Your Fingertips, our
newest newsletter & latest

For every talent, skill and
interest we have a
volunteer job to match.

This newsletter highlights
many of the programs and
projects of the ENNA — and
with each activity
volunteers are needed.

Even if your available time
is limited, you can help by

We need member
contributions to print flyers
and newsletters, purchase
supplies for neighborhood
cleanups, create poster
displays for our events —
and any number of other
activities that have an
associated cost. We ask for
a contribution annually of
$25 per household. If you
haven’t contributed this
year please consider doing
so. Our level of
achievement is only as
great as your generosity.

bulletin, other websites, etc.) and links to our main pages:
Board (names & contact information); Area Reps (elected
officials and contact information); Hallmarks (history of ENNA);
In the News (coverage by local papers of ENNA programs &
projects); Calendar (meetings & events); Get Involved (links to
ENNA issues & programs pages); and Website Map (links to all
pages on the ENNA website including Advocates for Calm

Traffic pages).

One helpful hint is that by scrolling to the bottom of the ENNA
Calendar Page you can find two links to the City of Norwalk
website. The first takes you to the current week’s calendar of
commission, board and committee meetings. The second link
takes you to the meeting agenda page. Thisis an easy and
quick way of keeping up on what issues and items are up for
discussion, vote and public hearing so that you can have a
say in the government decision-making process.

taking on small or
occasional assignments.

To stay up to date with our
activities and opportunities
for participation, please
provide your email address
on the form below. We will
send you regular meeting
reminders and updates.

Our website can be found

at http://eastnorwalk.org.
The Calendar and Meeting

Minutes pages are
excellent sources for
information.

The ENNA meets monthly at
Norwalk City Hall on the
second Wednesday of
each month at 7:30 PM.
Everyone is welcome to
attend and participate.

To Volunteer, Join or Contribute to the ENNA please complete
the information below and mail to: ENNA, 6 Walnut Ave.

Norwalk, CT 06851.

NAME(S):

ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

Check enclosed

Interests or Special Skills:

Volunteer

All contributions are fully tax-deductible.
Information kept confidential, for ENNA use only.

For every talent, skill
and interest we have
a volunteer job

to match.



ENNA
20 Raymond Terrace
Norwalk, CT 06855

Phone
(203) 855-7668

Fax
(203) 855-0095

E-mail
Sea.to.the.green@sbcglobal.net

From the Sea to the Green
...and everywhere
in between

4

We’'re on the Web!
See us at:

http://eastnorwalk.org

Would you like to help in the
creation of this newsletter?
There are lots of things you
can do to contribute.

Do you like to write? Take
photos? Is there an idea
you’d like to suggest? Or
perhaps you’d like to deliver
a handful of newsletters
around to the neighbors on
your street?

The newsletter is published
four times a year, at the turn
of each season.

Article ideas, writing, photos
and helping with small

delivery are just some ways to

be an important part of the
ENNA’s “Sea to the Green”.

We are also looking for ways
to finance the printing of

more copies of our
newsletter. If you have
fundraising skills or would like
to place an ad in our
newsletter, please contact
us.

For more information, call:

Sarah Hunter 203.838.2280

The ENNA is organized and operated exclusively for educational and charitable purposes:

To foster and preserve the
residential character,
natural and historic
resources and quality of life
in the eastern Norwalk
community;

EASTERN NORWALK

To encourage the residents
of eastern Norwalk to
actively participate in
achieving the purpose set
forth above;

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

20 RAYMOND TERRACE
NORWALK, CT 06855

MEMBER NAME
STREET ADDRESS
ADDRESS 2

CITY, ST ZIP CODE

To provide assistance to
governmental and not-for-
profit organizations with
purposes similar to, or with
activities in furtherance of, the
purposes set forth above.




